
Reading list

This is a complete list of readings for undergraduates taking this course, 
broken down by lesson. 

Lesson one: understanding violence 
against women

Essential reading
• Hill, J. (2015). ‘Home Truths: The costs and causes of domestic 

violence’, The Monthly, https://www.themonthly.com.au/issue/2015/
march/1425128400/jess-hill/home-truths 

• WATCH: OurWatch, DART and Centre for Advancing Journalism, (2015). 
‘Behind Closed Doors’ DVD, https://vimeo.com/156921533?utm_
source=email&utm_medium=vimeo-cliptranscode-201504&utm_
campaign=29220

• Our Watch, (2014). ‘Reporting on domestic violence’. http://www.
ourwatch.org.au/News-media/Reporting-Guidelines

Further reading
• Domestic Violence Resource Centre Victoria (2015) ‘Historic Responses 

to Family Violence in Australia’ pp. 23-26 in Introduction to Domestic 
Violence Participant Handbook. 

• WATCH: McCormack, F. (2014). ABC 7:30, ‘High-profile domestic 
violence murders ‘tip of the iceberg’ 12 April, http://www.abc.net.
au/7.30/content/2014/s3989316.htm

• Morgan, J. & Simons, M. (2017). Changing Media Coverage of 
Violence Against Women: The role of individual cases and individual 
journalists. Journalism Practice http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/1
0.1080/17512786.2017.1366866 

• Our Watch, ANROWS and VicHealth (2015). Change the Story: A 
shared framework for the primary prevention of violence against 
women and their children in Australia. https://www.ourwatch.org.
au/getmedia/1462998c-c32b-4772-ad02-cbf359e0d8e6/Change-the-
story-framework-prevent-violence-women-children.pdf.aspx
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• Sutherland, G., Simons, M. & Blatchford, A. (2017). Emerging Evidence, 
Insights and Lessons: News media and the primary prevention of 
violence against women and their children. https://www.ourwatch.
org.au/getmedia/0c1126a1-4a75-4271-8fc4-81862ed20a86/Emerging-
evidence-guide-media.pdf.aspx

• VicHealth (2014) ‘Australians’ Attitudes to Violence Against Women. 
Findings from the 2013 National Community Attitudes towards 
Violence Against Women Survey (NCAS)’, https://www.vichealth.vic.
gov.au/media-and-resources/publications/2013-national-community-
attitudes-towards-violence-against-women-survey, Victorian Health 
Promotion Foundation, Melbourne, Australia.

Lesson two: finding things out

Essential reading 
• Cooper, L. (2016). ‘Survivors of violence: The dos and don’ts of 

reporting their stories’, Uncovered, 6 July. https://uncovered.org.au/
survivors-violence-dos-and-donts-reporting-their-stories. 

• DART Center for Journalism, (2012). ‘Ethics and Practice: Interviewing 
Victims’. http://dartcenter.org/content/interviewing-victims-ethics-
and-practice

• Our Watch, (2014). ‘Reporting on domestic violence’. http://www.
ourwatch.org.au/News-media/Reporting-Guidelines

Further reading
• ANROWS and Our Watch, (2015) ‘Media representations of violence 

against women and their children: State of knowledge paper’, 
Landscapes, 15, http://anrows.org.au/publications/landscapes/media-
representations-violence-against-women-and-their-children-state.

• Franklin, B. and Carlson, M. (eds.) (2011). ‘Introduction’, Journalists, 
Sources, and Credibility: New Perspectives. Routledge. 

• Muller, D. (2011). Media Ethics and Disasters: Lessons from the Black 
Saturday Bushfires, Melbourne: Melbourne University Publishing.

• Muller, D. (2014). ‘Chapter 13: Trauma, disasters and suicide’ 
Journalism ethics for the digital age. Melbourne: Scribe publications.

• Sheridan-Burns, L. and McKee, A. (1999). ‘Reporting on Indigenous 
Issues: some practical suggestions for improving journalistic practice 
in the coverage of indigenous affairs’ Australian Journalism Review, 
21(2), pp.103-116
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Lesson three: communicating  
the results

Essential reading 
• Gilmore, J. (2017). ‘Invisible perpetrators, blameable victims: why 

is gendered violence still reported this way?’, The Sydney Morning 
Herald, 1 September. https://www.smh.com.au/lifestyle/invisible-
perpetrators-blameable-victims-why-is-gendered-violence-still-
reported-this-way-20170901-gy8s0s.html 

• Our Watch, (2014). ‘Reporting on domestic violence’, http://www.
ourwatch.org.au/News-media/Reporting-Guidelines

• Chapter five ‘Contempt of court’ and chapter six ‘Covering court’ in 
Pearson, M. and Polden, M. (2015). The journalist’s guide to media 
law: a handbook for communicators in a digital world. Sydney: Allen & 
Unwin.

Further reading
• ANROWS and Our Watch, (2015). ‘Media representations of violence 

against women and their children: Final Report’, Horizons, Issue 3, 
http://anrows.org.au/publications/horizons/media-representations. 

• Bacon, W. (2013). ‘Where are the women shaping opinion?’, Women in 
the Media, 26 March. http://www.wendybacon.com/2013/where-are-
the-women-shaping-opinion/ 

• Blatchford, A. (2015). ‘How violence against women became a front 
page story’, The Citizen, 24 November, http://www.thecitizen.org.au/
features/how-violence-against-women-became-front-page-story 

• Women in Media, (2016). ‘Mates over merit: the Women In Media 
report’ https://www.meaa.org/resource-package/mates-over-merit-
the-women-in-media-report-executive-summary/ 

Breakout: The gendered newsroom
• International Women’s Media Foundation (2011) Global report on 

the status of women in the news media. https://www.iwmf.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/06/IWMF-Global-Report.pdf 

• North, L. (2009) The Gendered Newsroom: how journalists experience 
the changing world of media. Cresskill: Hampton Press.
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Breakout: reporting on  
Indigenous communities

Essential reading
• Braybrook, A. (2015). Aboriginal Family Violence & Legal Service 

Victoria, ‘The Long Walk Women’s Luncheon – keynote address’, 
16th October, http://www.fvpls.org/images/files/Long%20Walk%20
Women’s%20Luncheon%20AB%20speech.pdf 

• McQuire, A. (2015). New Matilda ‘All Feminists Are Created Equal 
but Some are More Equal than Others’, 5 March, https://newmatilda.
com/2015/03/05/all-feminists-are-created-equal-some-are-more-
equal-others 

• Our Watch (2014). ‘Reporting on Family Violence in Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Communities’. https://www.ourwatch.org.au/
MediaLibraries/OurWatch/Images/ourwatch_reporting_on_a-ts_
family_violence_aa_v1.pdf 

Further reading
• ABC (2015), ‘Indigenous Content Guidelines’ https://edpols.abc.net.au/

guidance/abc-indigenous-content/ 

• Bowden, T. (2015), ABC Online, ‘ “I can’t hide my scars”: Woman who 
lost eye in hammer attack speaks out against domestic violence’, 25 
November, http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-11-25/marlene-tighe-
loses-eye-teeth-after-being-beaten-by-partner/6973972 

• Gregory, K. (2015), ABC Online, ‘Bagot Indigenous leader slams 
broadcast of Darwin domestic violence offender sentencing’, 17 
September, http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-09-16/community-
reacts-to-domestic-violence-sentencing-broadcast/6779842 

• Owen, M. (2015), The Australian, ‘Domestic violence behind spikes 
in indigenous jail numbers: John Rau’, 15 September, http://www.
theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/indigenous/domestic-violence-
behind-spike-in-indigenous-jail-numbers-john-rau/news-story/
c6b4a43dabbc638d8752a7e7862be08f

• Sheridan-Burns, L. and McKee, A. (1999), ‘Reporting on Indigenous 
Issues: some practical suggestions for improving journalistic practice 
in the coverage of indigenous affairs’ Australian Journalism Review, 
21(2), pp.103-116

• Stockwell, S. and Scott, P. (2000), All-Media Guide to Fair and Cross-
Cultural Reporting: For Journalists, program makers and media 
students, Australian Key Centre for Cultural and Media Policy.
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